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PREFACE 


HIS Paper was written laſt Winter: 

! and ſhould then have been publiſhed , 
had it not been for ſome Impediments. 

And the Buſmeſs of Valona happening ſmce, 
the mention of it is now added in the rarkviling 
T crave leave to ſay further , that the whole 
Form of this Projett was communicated divers 
Months agoe, to ſome Perſons proper. and if. 
they were not pleaſed to make uſe or take notice 
of it, the Author is not to be blamed. a 
time ſeems not yet paſt, for purſuing the Dehon 
here ___ p FIT { Yu; be orgy” | 
that it were now too late to ſhew what may be 
done ; yet it will be a Satisfattion to the curi- 
ous, to know what might have been, Moreover 
there are ſome things here offer d, that may 
. perhaps 
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TREFATE 
perhaps rouxe up the Spirits of our Engliſh 
Nation, Phe put them likewiſe in Mind to do 


Jome Good for themſelves. Of which there is 


now ſuch an Opportunity, as is hardly to be agam 
expetted. But if /it be "decreed that We a: vet 


nothing, we muſt be content. 
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W That erewhile have ſounded a Trumpet tor a 
Voyage Royal into France, muft now aim at 
lower and lefler things, and content my felf 
with a Deſcent : if even that may be obtaind. 

Had we a Peace in Treland, we might continue our 
Thoughts of a Voyage Royal. Our King might 
then be in the Head of a mighty Army, .compoled 
entirely of his own-Subjects: -who would delight to 
follow 'him' and ſerve ſhim in ſo glorious-an Expe- © 
dition. He mightihave them to any number under 
a hundred Thouſand. We might then actſeparacely, 
and:with:Honour; and we might make a great Figure 
in the 'World., And moreover we might hereby 

A give 
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give to our Confederates a moſt effetual Aſſiſtance ; 
making their Work caſte by... [o. ſkrong_.a Diverſion, 
Such an Invaſion as this, would in all Probability turn 
the Fortune of the Warr at once: Such a Voyage 
2s this, would make us emulate the great Actions of 
our Anceſtors in France : and; we might reaſqnably 
hope for as good Succels. For tho the French are 
much ſtronger now , than they were in thoſe days; 
yet by reaſon of their many other Enemies, aſlailing 
them on all ſides, we ſhould find them much weaker. 

Theſe would be the Effects of a Peace in Ireland. 
Burt this Peace hath not been had : there have been 
ro little Inclinations to it. Though all Europe ( I 
mean, all thoſe that would pull down the French 


King) be as much concern'd to have it, as to have a 
Peace in Hungary. For there is the ſame Conlequence 


and Advantage of both : and that is, That, thereby 
we may be cnabled to bring all our Forces againſt 

the French. 
This being the Condition of Aﬀairs, and the main 
of our Force being ſtill derained in Ireland, fo that 
only Part of it can act againſt France ; 'it is to be 
conlider'd, how this Part may be employed to moſt 
Advantage. Suppole then that of our ſeventy Thou- 
ſand Men ( which is the preſent Eſtabliſhment want- 
ing a few Hundreds, and for which the. Parliament 
hath provided full Pay) we ſhould turn twenty, Thou- 
ſand againft France. And I hope we may ſuppoſe 
likewiſe, that we ſhall have a Fleet our this Summer, 
: that 
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tha will,ake, us Maſters ar Sea. Here | preſumeto - 
affirm, that this twenty Thouſand Men being pur on 
board our Fleet, will do more Service, and be a greater 
Terror to the French, than any other way whatloever. 

But what muſt theſe Men do when they are on 
board: the Fleet 2 What will be their Buſineſs 2 I an- 
{wer ; their Buſineſs will be, ro run ſtraight upon 
the French Coaſt, and there to Land : or in other 
Words, to make a vigorous Deſcent into France. 

There are ſeveral things that recommend this De- 
ſign to us. LE: : 

Firſt, The French cannot hinder us from Landing. 
tho they had no other Enemy, and though all rheir 
Forces were drawn down to the Sea-{ide, yet it could 
not be done. | But when all cheir.regular- Troops are 

. engaged elſewhere, it, were a great Miſtake, it Arrier 
Bans and Country Militias ſhould ſo much as en- 
deavour it. Sir Walter 'Rawleizh knew thele Matters 
as well as any Maa in the World. And his bare 
Opinion might ſeem {ufficient in t > Caſe. Bur he 
not only affirms, bur alſo gives plain and clear De- 
monſtration, thar ir is impoſſible to keep an Enemy 
from Landing, if he be Maſter at Sea. And the thing 

.. ls, confirmed by univerſal Experience, .For never. a- 
ny. Army that came againſt a Cquntry by Sea, did 

fail to Land upon ic. : 

Secondly, When we are Landed, nothing can hin- 
der, us. from fortifying. . If twenty Thouſand Men, 
having the Sea and a Fleet behind them, cannot in- 

Aa trench 
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rrench, (ether in a Town or upon the open Shoar) 
ſo a5 to defend themfelves a tint ary Force thar can 
be brought againſt them; they deſerve tobe ctit in 
pieces. But rhey muſt Jaboar hard: and they muſt 
have good tore of Spadtes , and Mattocks, and Baſ- 
kets, and Barrows : and they ſhould carry Paliſadoes 
ready with 'theih. 

In the third Place, Nothing 'can hinder, but that 
the Place we thus fortike may be ſottie weak Port, 
There are many 'fach 'on-thar fide 'of France 'which 
lyes upon our Engliſh Channel : and whicly is, from 
| Calice to Breſt, 'near five Htindred 'Miles'in 'Letgeh. 
| | Bur ith all this' Coaſt between Byeſ# 'and Calice, there 

| are bur three Ports'of any Strength'confiderable ; 'and 
' thoſe "ite Havre de Grace, Honfleur and S.'Matees. "N11 
the reſt are 'in'a manner open Towns, 'and*may*be 
eaſily ſeized by any ſtrong hand thar approaches them. 
As' for Graveting and Dunkirk, they are in the*Frenth 
Flariders, and ofit' of theſe 'Boutids. Ne 
'Fourthly, Any Port thar' we thus foittfie, "ttiay* be 
"made as good as Calice : provided it be'telievable by 
Sea, and tiot commianded'by Land. And'by the La- 
'bour of twienry Thoufand Men, it'may in rwo-Months 
ritfic'be pur in ſuch'a Condition; that'a' Garrifon of 
" eight or ten 'Thoufand, being backed by \the- whole 
Power of Enzland, will defend it'againit "the 'whole 
Power of France. 'It'is not nectflary, -thar'itr fhould 
'be a good Porc: it cannot well be*'worte' rhan Catife. 
"and the French have no'good: Port upon cheſetiarrow 
Seas, 
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Seas, dave on ; and S. Malo's, and Dunkirk. It 
will-lbe {1 oy Place: can receive and ſecure 
ſmall Veſſels. :: Alhis Place fhowld be upon thele 
Seas, that it:may beacinfarced and ſupplied from:Eng- 
iland wich every . Snatch af Wind:: 1ying allo in the 
way of:aur grand Fleet | (is: 1 0 
Fifthby, Tihioxampant:Gawifoo, having achouſagd 
or !faftecn hundred Hotel logged an it, - will eommand 
the Country far:and>weide. : The French in Maftridbt, 
with the like. number-:of »Horke,  exadted {o.. great :a 
\Qontributon,] tharthey- (cricar one time» (over and 
above the maintenance of the Garriſon ) eight cAtin- 
.dred 'Thouland -Growns an Many: to , their Flanders 
Army. Dunkirk. had but: five: bundyed: Horſe: while 


:the:Enyliſh! held it: and.they commanded i Gatumibu- 


rion-forty/Mliles round. :12s:[:have:beerrald by:$Sir fp- 
/ bias 'Bridges, 'who'had:che Command of:thole blake. 


- !Sixrhly, I-grant thatiche Freyth will do-their weſt 
-20 curbe; aad:bridle:thus:Garrilbn.; Bur dtwall beto hic- 
tte purpole. 'Whila che Ducch held Qftendz all tbeRower 
-of Spam: ( which was: then very great): could-nor/hinger 
: thar:Garriſon! from making' Incurſtons into Flanders;Bur 
-if the French thould befer us with extraordinary Vigaur, 
:aveomalt crakecrhern.. ofi:by giving them..more [Work 
-et{ewhere.-charis, byildizng;andtortitying farnearher 


\Popts. 'For-my'mcaning{is,1thar our-mgving: Foree þe 


Rl} kopr wp-to the full number of twenty 'Fhouland ; 
{toumake farther. Progrefſes, and ro hajraſs.and torment 


the French. When theſe Fires are thus kindlediindeve- 
ral 


— A ts as EAA ts anti, 


[6] 


EE 


tal Places;..they. will: findit'very, Hard torquench thera, 
and tho poffibly:rkey rivet able wo oppoſe the Inr- 


ſults of one! Gartiſon,*-yet they«can never:bear up -a- 
gainſt 'rhree or 'four,. or. perhaps a greater /number. 
Theſe Garriſons being ſcattered upon their-whole.Coaft 
of five hundred Miles; and every one of thembaving 
behind-it "rhe whole. Power. of :Exgland, to (ſupport 
and enforce-it; Admitting therefore; that ' the:Power 
of France were:double or treble:to that of Enzland, and 
chat their whole Power. were turned againlt.us yet 
having thenrar this Lockz. we ſhould be toothard: for 

Seventhly, There needs ' no mighty! number of 
Tranſport Ships for this Service. 'For our Grand Fleer, 
which will: be always in theſe: Seas,;. will: with" great 


cafe carry; over the. fore-mention'd ' twenty thouſand 
Men, I tnean-the Foot ; of which:this Force will. almoſt 
wholly confiſt.For the Horſe muſt be carried in Veſlels 


proper, which.may alſo be done art leiſure; rhey be- 
ing'not uſeful.either in the Landing/or the Fortifying, 
which'are-the Things firſt to be done..: [It is not here 
intended, that our great Ships.of War ſhould run cloſe 
in to the French Shore : for generally the Seas are there 
ſhallow and :dangerous.; \But'they-may- go asnear as 


they? van lately : and ' there tying off Tj they nay! {end 


:the::Men' aſhore :in their : Boats: and 'Tenders, or in 


other - ſmall Veſlels. which: for a Miles Paſlage;, or 
two or three: Miles, may be ſtuffed as full as they 
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._Eighthly,CIf we can:fix Garrifons-inchis 2Britich 

Coaſt; we may well prefuamze they will;be ſtiongly 
ſupported from England, © 'Fhe greateſt part of. our 
Randing Fores:may- without much inconvenience lie 
in the Counties adjoyning to that Sea,;and be ready-to 
embark:upom;al:Occaſions.7 And I may vyenture-to 
ſay;. That:everr oar:Frained Bands) (and-partieularly 
thoſe of the ſaid adjoyning. Counties) would march 


. with all chearfulneſs,. ro make-good our:Footing in 


France. the London Auxiliaries I dare engage will do it. 
Nor can' Ships be wanting to tranſport them. +fqr;be- 
{ide the Ships that muſt be kept tor that purpole, thole 
Seas are always full both of our Men of War and Mer- 
chants, .Bur. ſince ſtanding Armies mulſt:;not always 
be in-Fngland ; and fince the. Militia's of ſorne Coun- 
ties mult not-be.preſs'd with greater Duty than others, 
unleſs in caſes extraordinary ; we mult think of ſome 
way beſide, to ſupport and enforce our French Garri- 


ſons. -iIt is therefore propoſed, . that fifteen or twenty 


thonfand: Foot, and three or four thouſand Horle. be 
lifted and-armed in the ſaid adjoyning Counties; that 
is, in the Counties to the South of Thames, with. the 
addition of London and Middleſex. Theſe Troops to 
be ready to march and e:nbark upon every ſudden 
Command. Every Footman to have forty or fifty 
Shilliogs a Year, and a Horſeman eight or ten. Pound, 
and their Officers in proportion : with full Pay while 
they are in Service. Such an Eſtabliſhment will nor 


be of any great Charge. but what ever it be, France 
wall 


will be made to pay it..' For our Garrifons in France, 
being back d'by-ſach a Body of Horſe and Foot, will 
command much farther into the' Country : each -of 
theta will command as far, as if this Body of Men 
wett conftanly.ladged in it,: And ſurely England will 
thefi'be glorious, when we have:a Range of Garrifons 
thewhole leh of-che Channel, upon French Ground, 
and tnaintain'd by Frexch/Contributions. It will be 
ſuch a Frontier, lucy a Barrier, as never any Kingdom 
hath had the like.  '- * -2. OL” : 

_ Niathly;'' There are upon chis French Coaſt, as be- 
fore- hath beea noted, divers Ports and Creeks (ſuch 
as they 4re) that are capable of being well forrified. 
burome of then are more invicing than the reſt : of 
which 1Thall wamea few. In Picardy there is Bologne, 
of (as we call ity Bullont a place ot 'great Fame amongſt 
4ws Engliſh-Men, fince Henrythe Eighth took it. Bur 
all izs Fottificacions-are:inow demoliſhr, ſave only the 
old Walls of che-upper T'own, © 1-confels. chis Place 
isnot for ofir ern: becauſe even the lower Town lies 
Torediltinaeefrom the'Sea, Bur we may remember, 
thar while we held ir, 'the-French begun a Fort (and 
they called it Fort Chaſftillon, from the Famous Adnai- 
ral of that Narhe) beewecn the Sek and the Tower 
Town. Tf we ſthould-now make a large Intrench- 
ment in 'this Place, (for lit le-ones are good 'for no- 
thing,) atd ſhould fill it wirch-a Garriſon of terrthou- 
ſand Men, (ir would diſmemiber all che-French:Con- 
queſts in Flanders: for it would command them quite 


thorough. 
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thorough. It would do the French five times more 
hurt, than the taking of Mons hath done them good. 
In vain would Humeres guard his Line, to hinder the 
Incurſtons of the Brabanders, if (uch a Fire were kin- 
dled behind him. Then it we go on to Normandy, we 
ſhall there find Harflew and Quillebeuf at the Mouth 
of the Seine. which Places, though they lie open at 
preſent, have been ſtrong formerly. The former en- 
dured a Siege from our Henry the fifth when he con- 
quer'd Normandy : being the Firſt-truits of that glorious 
Expedition. And the later,in the Civil Wars of France, 
was the only place for a time, that Henry the fourth 
had upon that River. during which time, it ſhrewd- 
ly annoyed Roan and the other Places which the 
Leaguers held. If it be objected that Havre de Grace 
and Honfleur lie lower upon the ſame River,and there- 
fore ſtop the Paſſage to the other two Places ; I deny 
the Conſequence : for the River is here ſo wide, thar 


there is no ſtopping of the Paſſage. Moreover in the 


ſame Normandy there is the Town of Cherburg, juſt 
over-againſt our Spit-bead. It was always a Garrifon 
till chis dangerous War broke our. Ar which time the 

French King relolved to keep no Garrifons, fave ver 
ſtrong ones. And he found that this Place could nor 
be made very ſtrong, unleſs fome high Grounds were 
taken in that command it. which new Line would re- 
uice ſo much Labour to make it, and ſo many Men 
ro defend it,that he choſe rather to {light the whole, an 
old Caſtle excepted ; which Caſtle is of no Strength to- 
B wards 
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wards the Land, againtt an Enemy that hath made a 
Deſcent. If we go further on to Bretagne, the Haven 
of Conqueſt doth there lie fair for us. 1 confels it is no 
deep Harbour,ir lying dry at every low Warer : But a 
great and ſtrong Fortificarion in this place, with a great 
and ſtrong Garriſon in it, would be very uletul to ns, 
were the Harbour never ſo mean. Alto this Place is 
{o much the better, becaule it is ſo near the Port of 
Breſt, and would be a means to bring us better ac- 
quainted with it. 
Laftly, The artacquing the Port of Breſt it lelt, is a 
principal end and uſe of thele Land Forces on Ship- 
board. Not to get it for our Selves, for that requires a 
much greater Force : but to ſpoil ir to the French. 
which-would deſtroy at once their Power at Sea, they 
having no other Harbour for great Ships npon all this 
Coaſt. Let us therefore conſider how this Port lies. Ir 
opens to the Weſtward : being at the very Lands end of 
France (which is much broader than that of England,) 
jutt where the Bay of Biſcay comes up to the Mouth 
of the Engliſh Channel. Wirhour this Port there is a 
; Commodious Bay, almoſt in form of a Semiarcle, and 
' abour two Leagues over: the Seamen call ir Breſt-Wa- 
'ter. The depth of it in moſt places is from ren to 
fifteen Fathom, and no where under ſeven. The en- 
trance of the Port 1s abour a League in length, and 
about half a League broad. And cloſe under the 
Southern Shore of it there is a deep and narrow Chan- 
nel ; the reſt being rocky, and 1hoat water. As for 
| the 
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the Port it ſelf, it is much greater within than the 
Bay is without ; being deep far the moſt part, and run- 
ing into the main Land by divers Creeks or Spurs. 
and upon a Northerly Creek of it the Town of 
Breſt is ſituate : being exceeding ſtrong, and very well 
mann'd and furnifht. Here now ir is plain, that there 
is no attempting the Town, with the Force that can 
now be brought againſt ir, Nor indeed would it do 


us any Service to have it, as long as the French com- 


mand the Entrance of the Port, which we mult pre- 
ſume they have ſtrongly fortified. - We muſt therefore 
apply our Thoughts ro this Entrance of the Port, and 


_ tothe Bay, withour. As for the Bay, (to ſpeak of that 


firſt,) there 1s. no doubt, but that it we had a great 
Fort on each ſide, and in them two or three hundred 
gogd. reaching Guns, the French would find it ver 
uncaſle riding or lying in this Bay, and not. very Gf 
paſſing, I have been preſent, where Men of great Skill | 
have had a large Draught of this Bay before them, 
and have pointed to the yery places where theſe Forts 
ſhould be. And ſurely if we are Maſters at Sea, no- 
thing can hinder us from making theſe Forts. Then for - 
the Entrance of the Harbor,there are divers things that 
may be done there. One thing is, (and they that well 
know the place do think it very feaſable,) to choke the 
narrow Channel or Paſlage by ſinking of Ships.which 
being loaden with Stone-work and 'Tarras, will not 
ealily be removed. Another thing is, to make a 
good Fort on the Northern fide of. this Entrance: 
| B 2 where 
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where I think the French have no Fort, the deep Chan- 
nel being on the other ſ1de. But it they have a Fort 
there, and it cannot ſpeedily be taken, we muſt make 
another not too near it. which, though half a League 
from the deep Channel, would ſhrewdly annoy borh 
fingle Ships, and much more grand Fleets, in their 
patſage. A third thing is, to make a good Fort on 
the Southern fide, juſt upon the deep Channel. where, 
though the. French may have more than one already, 
yet they cannot have lo many, but that another Fort 
may live by them ; this Shore (as hath been ſaid) be- 
ing three Miles in length. "Tis much if we cannot 
find a place without their outermoſt Fort, which though 
it be not {o very near the deep Channel, may yet com- 
mand it ſufficiently. But it there be no ſuch place 
withour, we mult fix upon one within. and our 
Forces being landed from the Bay,may by Land come 
down to it. You will ſay that ſuch a place cannot 
be relieved and ſupplied by Sea, the French having a 
Fort without it. But I anſwer, That this cannot hin- 
der {mall Veſſels from coming to it by Night, and at 
high Water. for even the ſhallow parts of the En- 
trance will be then deep to ſuch Veſlels. There is yer 
another thing to be done at this Entrance into the 
Port of Breſt : and that is, Fhat ſince by the deepnelſs 
of the Channel, our. great Ships may come clole to 
the Forts lying upon it, they may (with their might 
force of Cannon) .. beat theſe Forrs about the French- 
mens Ears, which will be:the caſter done, if they arc 


attacqued 
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attacqued by Land at the ſame time. They thatare ac- 
quainted with theſe Matters, know that a Fort in ſuch 
caſes is a meer idle Bugbeare : and that any Fort, ap- 
proachable by great Ships, may be thus beaten to 
pieces. unleſs it be large, and have a mighty number 
of Guns. for then it may be too hard for the Ships ar 
their own Weapon. I confeſs this thing requires great 
$kill and courage : nor is it to be done by every Fool. 
but I know the Men, that can and dare do ir. 


muſt now anſwer ſome Objections againſt this 

Project of a Deſcent. 
It may be objected, that having propoſed twenty 
thouſand Men to be employed againſt France, I do af- 
rerwards delign further to have ſeveral great Garriſons : 
which may take up above forty thouland Men more. 
fo that I have out-run my own Propoſal. To this 
anſwer, Thar 'tis true, here will be required an in- 
creale of Men ; which we may ſafely preſume we can- 
not want, if they are well paid, and have good Enz- 
liſh Officers. but here will be no increaſe of Charge, 
which is the main thing to be feared. For theſe Garri- 
ſons will maintain themſelves. and by how much 
greater they are, by ſo much better they will do it. 

It may alſo be objected, that the way here pro- 
poſed, is a very laborious and chargeable way of Con- 
quering. it would probably colt us lels to take Towns 
ready fortified and furniſht,than to raiſe theſe Fortifica- 
tions from the Ground, But I anſwer, That we muſt nor 
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think of taking ſtrong Towns,unlels we had an Arm 
that would make us clearly Maſters of the Field. Such 
an Army, I confels, might find every thing eaſy. but 
ſuch an Army we cannor have in France, unleſs we 
had a Peace in Ireland. which Peace it concern'd us to 
have upon any Terms, that ſo we might apply all 
our Force to pull down this French King. for except 
we doit, we are in great danger to be deſtroyed by 
him. Since therefore, by reaſon of the Iriſh War con- 
tinuing, we cannot do as we would, we mult do as 
we may. Moreover the Method here propoſed, 
though it may ſeem flow and heavy, yet it is ſure, and 
void of all hazard ; there being hardly a poſlibility of 
miſcarriage. and it would pur the French, whom we 
muſt allow to be ſhrewd Gameſters, quire beſide their 
Play. And what would the Charge of thele Fortifi- 
cations be ? Ir would chiefly conhfilt in the Labour of 
Men ; and here are twenty thouſand ready to perform 
it. And a ſmall matter given to thole that labour, over 
and above their ordinary Pay, would make them la- 
bour chearfully. which was the way of the old Princes 
of Orange. Suppoſe then, that one time with another, 
there be twelve thouſand Men ar Work : at a Groat 
a day extraordinary. this comes in the whole to two 
hundred pound a day : which tor every hundred days 
is twenty thouſand pound, and ſeventy three thouſand 
tor the whole yeare. which is no ſuch affrighting Sum. 
It may be objected likewile, that having fortified 
theſe Places as it hath been here projected, we ſhall lofe 
them 
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them when we have done. And the freſh Example 
of Yalona, and of Calice of old, and afterwards of 
Oftend, Candia and Dunkirk, fem to ſtrengthen this 
Apprehenſion. Bur all this notwithſtanding, it will 
be very hard and very ſtrange, if the whole Power of 
England ſhould not be able to defend a great and 
ſtrong Intrenchment, againſt any Power whatſoever. 
that is, It the place be near us, and lie open to Sea, ot 
which Sea we are Maſters. for ſuch a place hath the 
whole Power of Enzland to {upport it. What do you 
talk of Yalona? If we cannot do better than the Yene- 
tians, we deſcrve to have our Legs cut off, Thele are 
they, that when their Enemy could make no reſiftance 
con{1derable, being fo terribly over-laid elſewhere; have 
been rrifling away their time, for divers years, in 
making a Conquelt that is not worth one Farthing. for 
it will never bear the charge of maintaining ir. But 
had the gallant Cornaro who took Yalona been alive, 
(the only Man of the Yenztians thar deſerves that 
Name ;) he would not have loſt it in that manner, 
while a Fleet with Land Forces on board itlay in the 
Harbour. He would have put himſelf into the Town, 
raking both his Landmen and Seamen with him ; and 
have made good the Breach {for it ſeems a Breach was 
made) by repairing, and retrenching, and ftrength of 
Men. As for Calice, it was loſt by the Sottiſhnels of 
Queen Maries Council ; and their ſhametul negle& to 
lend ic Supplies, norwithſtanding the repeated In- 
{tances of the Lord Wentworth then Governour, Oftend 
was 
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was too little, anÞwas loſt for want of ground. how- 
ever it held out a violent Siege of three years and up- 
wards. Bur Cand{a is an encouragement to this forti- 
tying Project. forif we can raiſe Fortifications in two 
| or three months, that can ſtand a Siege of above 
= ewenty years, as Candia did ; - we need not repent the 

Bargain. I could wiſh that Dunkirk might be paſt over 
| in ſilence: for theſelling of it, eſpecially tothe French, 
| | is a ſhame to our Nation. I do well remember a Di- 
| | {courle, not long after the thing was done, between a 
' Knight and an Squire upon this Subject. The Knight 
(: þ was the before-mention'd Sir Tobias Bridges, who com- 
4} manded the Horſe there : the Squire ſhall be namelels: 
j} | But he deſired to know of the Knight, what were 
j the true Reaſons of our parting with Dunkirk. and 
;f the Knight ask'd him again, what He (the Squire) 


| thought to be the true Reaſons of it. I had ratner 
F (ſaid the Squire) learn from You, who know better. 
| Bur I (ſaid the Knight) deſire to hear Your Reaſons. 


[7 Then ſaid the Squire, I have heard ſeveral Reaſons 
70S alledged. One is, "That the keeping it would be a con- 
| tinual Charge to us. Not fo, fays the Knight, for the 

| Parliament that eſtabliſht the Kings Revenue, had the 

; Article of Dunkirk laid before them among the other 
i” Expences of the Crown; and they allowed ir, and 
\ provided fully for it. ſo that it could not be accounted 
a Charge to the King. but however it would be a 

Charge to the Kingdom, ſaid the Squire. If the King- 

dom, faid the Knight, were willing to bear it, as they 

were 
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were moſt willing; where was the harm ? And how 
could'they beſtow: Money better, then towards the keep* 
ing of a brave Narſery of Soldiers, in a Poſt of mighty 
importance and advantage both to Sea and Land, and 
in exact and compleart Military Diſcipline? But more- 
over the Charge, when the Works were finiſht, would 
have been inconfiderable. For we commanded ſuch 'a 
Contribution in the Countries, forcy Miles every way, as 
would maintain the Garriſon : at leaſt within a ſmall 
matter. And therefore, the Knight added, what you 
have laid about the- Charge, is no Reaſon. Then the 
Squire 'proceeding ; Another Reaſon, ſaith he, is this : 
That the Place is not relievable by Sea, it lying ſome di- 
{tance from it. I confeſs, {aid the Knight, that it lies near 
half a Mile trom the Sea. But the Ground between the 
Sea and the Town is fo low and ſo wet, that no Ene- 
my. can work through it to block up the Paſſage. And 
therefore this is no Reaſon neither: have you any more 
Reaſons ? Yes, ſays the Squire, I have one Reaſon more ; 
They ſay the Place was not ſtrong, nor could it ever 
be made ſtrong. Here the Knight granted, that the 
Town was not compleatly ſtrong while We Engliſh held 
it. But, ſaid he, whoever had ſeen the New Works, be- 
gun and a good deal- advanced by My Lord Tiviatt, 
muſt have allowed thart-it might be made very ſtrong. 
What could you do with the Sand-hills, ſaid the Squire, 
which when a ſtrong Wind came that way, did ule to 
blow into the Town Ditches, and to fill them quite up ? 
We took a courle with thoſe Hills, an{wer'd the Knight : 
for we carried them clear away, and threw -them into 

wet 
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wet Ditches -and Marſhes, whence they will: never. riſe 
more. And to ſpgak-at-ange,: the Place 1s. how 1n'fact 
one of the ſtrongeſt of 'Hurepe. Then ſaid the Squire, 1 
have given you my Reaſons, and [ can think of no more 
at preſent: pray Jet me now hear Your Reaſons, ſhall 
give bur. one; Realon, ſaid the Knijghr:. which'l think 
the txne; one. -. The French had 'chen'.an Army oh foor, 
and. not. far from us. And if this Army had: marched 
ftraight to Dunkirk, and had atracqued. it in the Condi- 
tion it was in, and before the New Works were finjfhr, 
in all probability ghey had carried ic. It ſeemed therefore 
adviſable rather to (ell it for Money,then to have it taken 
from us by Force. But what if the Garriſon had been 
doubled, {aid the Squire, till theſe New Works could 
have been finiſh'd 2 Nay chat, ſaid che Knight, would 
have made it hot work. Why then I will undertake, ſaid 
the Squiregthat to relieve Dunkirk,the Auxiliaries of Londan 
would have marched at twodays warning. and all other 
parts of England accordingly. And theretore the Reaſon 
you have given, proves alſo no Reaſon. You mult take ir 
as it is, ſaid the Knight ; for I can give no better, And 
ſo this Diſcourſe ended. Which 1 have inſerted here, to 
give ſome light inco that ugly Buſineſs of Dunkirk. She 
that loſt Calice did ule to. lay ; that when {he was dead, 
they ſhould find Calice at her Heart, Bur He thar fold 
Dunkirk, delerv'd to have it written upon his Forehead. 
iis furely a Brand upon his Memory. Had the Iatereſt 
or Honour of our Nation been minded, or any thing 
but Baſenels and Vice, and the French Greatnels; We 
might have kept Dunkirk. to this day, And there - na- 
| thing 
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thing, cicher-jn that. or in the other [nſtances, that ſhould 
diſcourage-1is from embracing the /Proje&t here offer'd. 
Bur enough of this: let us now proceed in the ObjeRions. 


It may be objected further,char here is a Delign for em- 
ploying wwenty Thouland Men ; and nothing hath been 
(aid, where or how we ſhatt have them. .To this I an- 
{wer ; that it nothing hath been ſaid hicherto; iris now 
time to ſay {omething. But it hath been already intimated, 
that all the Forces we can ſpare from the Iriſh War, and 
turn againſt France, which were —_— abour twenty 
Thouſand, might be-put incoour Fleer. Bur you will ſay, 
they are already in Flanders : I anſwer, they are chen to 
much out of their way. but they may be eaſily taken on 
board, (I mean chilly the Foot) from Oftend and New- 
port. You will ſay furcher, char chey cannot be ſpared from 
thoſe Parts.and Iantwer furcher chacthey tnay-well be fpa 
red, if they: draw afrerithera rwice as mary: French: which 
they will cenainly'do. For rhe French mult defend their 
maritime. Provinces,. and Country Militias caritiot do it : 
{o-chat.of.necdlity:they:mntt drawback great Numbess of 
thaw regalati'Fr00ps; i cho even rheſe at(o will be too liv- 
tle, 5Fthe Methods:be followed: thar have been here” pto- 
poſed. Bur(were it. nor.for the Iriſh War, we' might-leave 
our Forces tn Flanders; atid fill our Fleer- with thoſe: naw 
indrelord. rAad therefore ſome thac with-well to England, 
and totharcMajelties happy/Govertirent 3 wiſh che-1rifh 
Lands we fight for, were: all in-tho bortonn' of the' great 
Ocean: 1n regard they rake us off from our Maint Bultnels, 


whichcisrhe hewing dowinof the French King, 'White we 
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are rooting out the Triſh, and in pur ſuit of their Lands, 
God only knows to what Diſtreſſes we may be- brought. 
The Loſles we have received already, and the Difficulties 
and Hazards that may befall us hereafter, muſt all be im- 
puted to theſe Triſh Lands. Could we have turn'd our 
whole Force againlt the French,theſe things had not been : 
it had, in all likelihood, given a new face to the War up- 
on the[Continent. But you will ſay; as the War of Ireland 
continues, ſo that Men cannot be had from thence for the 
Project: here offer'd : So out of Flanders they cannot be 
had, becauſe we are obliged to have'them there, (thar is, 
cight or ten Thouſand of chem to afliſt the Dutch, by vir- 
true of a Treaty with King Charles, To this I anſwer, that 
it is much doubted, whether this Treaty do thus oblige 
us. It obliges both Parties to aſſiſt each other with thar 
Number, in caſe either be attacqued. Bur if both be attac- 
qued,the Obligation/Rems to ceale,and we muſt rake new 
Meaſures: both being concern'd:to do theirutmoſt againſt 
eth Common Enemy. Moreover the Dutch might be more 
effeually aſſiſted, by our having theſe Men in Normandy 
or Britagne, then by our having abem in Flauders.:So.like- 
wile if the Duke of Savby have twenty 'Thoufand Pounds 
a Month, it might do-him'more Service to have'thisMony 
(which would maintain 10000 Men more) employed 
upon the Project here offer'd, than to have it remitted an 
ſpecie: For the good Effects of a Deſcent upon Normandy 
or Bretagne, would be felt in Piemont. Thus we have 
found Money as:well as Men, . towards the carrying on 
our Project. There is a further means to. get Men, 
which is this. I have ſaid before, thar if a good Part 
F | 2 | of 
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of our ſtanding Forces were drawn down to the Sea-ſide 
rowards-France, they might there ly ready to embark, 
for relieving and renforcing our French Garrifons. And 
they may in like manner be employed in our firſt De- 
ſcents or Invaſions. Nor would they be taken off there- 
by from their Bafmels, that is, their Guard of England, 
For that Sea being narrow, and our Fleet commandir 

it; they would in effect have one Foot in_ England, while 
the other is in France. But there is an Expedient yer re- 
maining, both tor Men and Money, which will be ſure 
to do the Work: and waich we muſt make ule of, if 
the reſt ſhould fail. and that is, that we now raile this 
rwenty Thouſand Men, and likewiſe raiſe Money to 
mainrain them. And this is the thing I have now to 
ſay in this matter, if nothing had been ſaid before. 


I hope I bave fully ſatisfied all the Objetions. But 
this laſt Expedient may perhaps be a little ſtartling. What ? 
More Mony at this time of day? Yes, more Money, when 
all lies at Stake ; and to preſerve us from utter Deſtruti- 
on. | there being (I fear) no means to prevent ir, but 
by a Deſcent upon France ; which muſt be carried on: 
with this Money.  We- mult therefore reſolve, in this 
great Exigence, to ſtrain our ſelves to the utmoſt. We 
muſt do anything, rather than.be Slaves to the French. 

| But, whereas | have ſpoken of raiſing Men and Money, 


_ theſe Matters deſerve to be further confider'd. As for. 


the Men, we may rely upon it, that they will come'in 
moſt readily and cheerfully for a Deſcent upon Fraice. 
Provided there be two things obleryed, which I have 
lightly 
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flightly mentioned before. The firſt thing is, that 
they be all Engli/h. For England had always Men enow' 
tor a French Voyage: and it would be very diſpleaſing 
to have Foreiners put upon us, as if our Nation were 
either deſpiſed or diftrulted. England allo will attord 
good Officers, it Care be taken to have the beft : bur 
tf all che. Care be to have che worſt, I confefs they will 
be very ordinary. and fo it would be with the bravelt 
Nation upon Earth. Bur all this while it is not intend- 
ed, that the poor French Proteſtants ſhould be excluded 
from joyning with us. "Fhey have been driven from: 
their Country, by the Jelun:ical bigotted Rage of their 
inhumane Tyrant ; who hath exceeded all the Barbarities 
of the Heathen Perſecurors. And the reſtoring of theſe 
poor People,next to our ownPreſervation,is the great End 
we aim at. So that there is no Doubt, but that we ſhould 

ladly receivethem amongſt us, under their own Officers. 
The tecond thing to be obſerved, to facilicace the railing 
of the Men, is this: that there be a good Fund for ther 
Payment, and appropriated co it ;and that their Money,to 
prevent all Feare of Ditappoinrments, be managed by = 
{uch hands as they like. A Committee of Lordsand Com- 
mons; ſome think, would be the moſt acceprable. - And/ 
if his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleated (in this-extra- 
otdinary Occaſtan)to give leave ro the fame Committee to 
recommend thei Officers, it wauld be- very much for his 
Service. Theſe are the two things; which being duly 0b- 
ſerved, there will enow good Mery (borh Officers and Sot- 
diers) come in cheartully co this Expedition. And fo | have 
dane' with one Branch: of the Expedient; which is the'tai- 


 \ngot Men. | 
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- Tnow come to the other Branch, which is the raiſing 
of Money.And [ am ſtill of opinion (for my opinion hath 
been made known already) that an Exciſe upon a great 
many Commodities of general Ule, is without compari- 
ſon the beſt way of raiſing it. Two pence a pair upon 
Shoos, would raiſe a-/hundred thouſand pounds yearly.and 
it might be four pence or ix pence. If this ſeem hard tothe 
Poor, they may wear Cloggs, or Shoos with woodden 
Soles, which are ſuppoſed Duty-free. And this may fave 
a great deal of . Sole-leather : which is as good as Plate, 
and .might be exported to the great Advantage of the 
Kingdom. Bur it they think ſcorn co wear this fort of 
Shoos, they mult pay the Dury of the other. "The Dary, 
I confeſs; will lic a lictle hard upon the Shoomakers : as 
all Taxes lic harder upon ſome than upon others. - But to 
make them forne amends, and likewiſe to raiſe more 
Money, a high Duty might be laid upon all unwrought 

| Leather exported. It is a great doubt, whether the Expor- 
tation of Leather be convement or nor. Some think that ir 
ought to be wholly prohibited,as ir was by the old Laws ; 
upon the ſame Reafons with that of Wooll. and ſome 
think ic ſhould be freely permitted, as by our new Laws 
it is.. But the middle way is certainly the beſt ; chat is, to- 
ermit it under a high Duty. And ſurely if all our Pro- 
þibirions wats into Duties, it would be a happy 
thing. I name no other Commiodiries, fit for an Excite. 
though there be many ſuch, that are obious to any Mans: 
Thoughts. and a few of chem would ratle a greater Sum, 
than is required for this Service. '' © | 
Bur if nothing elſe will dothe Buſineſs, a Land Tax 
_, 2 will. 
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will. And we need not queſtion, but that,to carry'on a De- 

{cent into France, the Parliament will chearfully grant 
1t, and the People will chearfully pay . Such a Tax as 

we pay this year, being granted forthwith for the year 

following, will give a' preſent Credit for more than. is | 

needinl for this Aﬀair. And to bring the Tax ro ſome 

Equality, and to eaſe a great many People; No Manto 

pay above two Shillings in the pound. "The Abatements 

10 be allowed by Commiſſioners in the Counties, upon 

good Proofs made before them ; and to be confirm'd by 

a Committee of Lord and Commons, the Proots be- | 

ing to them tranſmitted in writing. By which. means 

the whole Amount of the Tax will be about'a Million. 

The Pay of the twenty thouſand Men for a whole year, 

reckoning alſo two thouſand. .of them to be Horſe, will 

take up lictle more then halt chis Money : and .che.re- 

ſidue will defray all other Charges and ſpare. 


Thus I have laid open my whole Projedt. Which it 
it be purſued, I make no doubr but it will bring great 
Advantages to. England, or ar. leaſt great. Terror, and 
Confuſion to the French. For tho! we ſhould tail in our 
rain Delign, though we ſhould not be able to leize any 
Ports, or having done it ſhould not be able to defend 
them ; yer the very attempting theſe things in ſeveral 
places, (in one place to day, and a hundred Miles off 
the day following,) would harals our Enemies to that 
degree, that they would never be able to ſtand under it. 
We may remember, that in the beginning of the late 
Confederate War, ; the Dutch {ent out a great Fleet, with 
{ome thouſands of Landmen on board it,under De Reyter 

and 
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and Van 'Trompe. Theſe paſt through the Engliſh Chan- 


nel together : but with ſuch haſte, as if chey had been 
running the Gantlope. They never ſo much as once ftood = 
over to the French Coaſt,or hardly look'd upon it,thereby 
to amule and alarm the Enemy. When they were come 
to the Channels Mouth, the Fleet divided. De Raiter 
with the greateſt part failed away. to the Weſt: Indies, 
where he did nothing: Trompe with the reſt fallin 

down to the River of Nantes. near which he ſeized a 
ſmall Iſland, ſeparated by a narrow Channel from the 
Main, And here he lay quiet and ſtill for about cwo 
Months : not offering to do any thing at Land ; nor 
moving with his Fleet, as he might and ſhould have 
done,ſometimes towardsBourdeaux and Bayzome,and ſome- 
times towards the South Coaſt of Bretagne: As if he made 
it his buſinels to give the French as little diſturbance as he 
could. But however, . diſturbed they were art a ſtrange 
rate. All that part of France was in Arms, under four. or 
five Country Dukes, with as much diſtraction as can be 
imagined. And by the continual Marching to and fro. of 
ſo many thouſands (for they were in mighty Numbers,) | 
Proviſtzons for Horſe and Man upon. all that. Sea;Coaft 
were almoſt wholly.conſumed and devoured. In which 
condition they were like to continue all Summer ; when 


on the ſudden, (and for ſome cunning Reaſons I am yet 


to learn,) Trompe takes his Men on board, and ſers (ail for 


 Cales. and from thence round to Catalonia, where he land- 
.ed his. Men again, who were now reduced to twelve 
| hundred, to joyn the Spawſh Army. And the Spaniards 


wonder'd, when they. beheld ſuch a contemprible Party, 
chat 
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that thoſe ſhould be the Men that had made'ſo grear a 
Noiſe in the World, and had fo alarm'd and turmoyl'd 
the Kingdom of Frante. But by this we miay fee, ' what 
might reaſonably be expected, from a vigorous and 
A Deſcent. Moreover we may: know by our 
ſelves, how theſe things would work with France, What 
a condition had Fngland been in laſt year, if Tourville (be- 
ing Maſter at Sea) had had Land Forces on board him, 
and had uſed them ro his moſt advantage; while ſo many 
Ports, and fo many Countries on that Coalt lay open to 
him? And i he had malter'd and fortified any of our 
Ports, What "Thorns had they been -in our {ides ? Allo 
we may remember, how eaſily he landed ar Torbay. 
Having ſeen what Good may come, by purſuing this 
Project ot a Deſcent upon France ; let- us now conſider 
What Evils may come, in'caſe it be not purſued. And 
_=_ unlels' fornething of this nature be done, there is 
teaſon' ro fear wwe Fhall be hard -pur to-ir. | The poſture of 
of our Aﬀaits will not be- very good at Sea, and will be 
very bad-at Land, Art Sea we ſhall in/likelyhood be Ma- 
fers for the preſent {but if we have no Land Forces on 
board:- etna mike! no-Ule confiderableof 'thar grear 
Advantage,” For the French'willmot'come out; and We 
{hall ly {till and do nothing, at leaſt 'not to any great . 
1» pi *Fis rtue,' Wwe may land otir Searmenupon the 
Coaft 5 and make ſome litcke havock, 'by burning or o- 
therwile. bur whar will this fignify 2 And when bur Ships 
are foul; and our Men w_ 3 the French may- have Op- 
45 opiew to revenge our foul War, in 'greater meaſure. 
ur Shores being/bolder, arid our Countries lying more 


Mn open, 
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open, and the things: expoſed being” more valuable. 
Bur at Land rhere feems to be leſs ground of Hope : ar 
leaſt there appeat extreme difficulties and dangers. Inche 
late War of the Confederates againſt theſe French, we 
know with what vigour they — upon them, year aftes 
ear, and could never do any good. And the Frontier of 
Flanders is fo fortified, and that of Germany-{o waſted ; the 
French allq have now (o great a Force in the Field, and 
they manage their Aﬀairs with ſo much Skill and Con- 
duct ; that ic will be very hard to make any great Im- 
preſſion upon them, admitting -oux Forces: to be ſome- 
thing ſuperiour, ' And as for Pjemont, it will be happy if 
we'can keep what is left. But why may not che Confe- 
derates,. notwithſtanding all theſe things, march ſtraighe 
into France : which they have been ſo highly:blamed, for 


not doing two years ago ? I anſiver, Becauſe our'Cir- 


cumſtances are much. alter'd {ince that;time. Our March- 


ing Forces were then treble to the French « whereas now 
they are little more (it any: more) that equal. 'So-that 
what bad then been 4afe and eaſy, and almott impoſſible 
ro milcarry; may now prove a defperate Undertaking. 
Since therefore the Confederates then: would ndr, and now 
cannot, find the way into Fraxce by Land, We muſt do it by 
S21. For into France we muſt get: or elſe this War will never 
have a good Ends which-is, the pulling:down the [French King, 
It France ſtill continue entire and untouche ; -at the beſt-we- 
can hope for, he' will hold us play, 'till he hath wearied..us. 


quite out..as.it happen'd in the former War of the Confederates.. 


It is not probable thar we ſhould ever enter France by the way 
of Flaxders, except our Kings Prelence alrcr the Method of that 
War. For the uſual Method 1s this. The French,it they are. like te: 


- be hard match'd,make a ſhift however to encarp (little or much) 


_, Within: 
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within the Spaviſh Quarters: and then the Confederates encamp 
by them; to! obſerve them. as itchey were chained to the French,or 
were drawn to them by fome Magnetick Force. Whereas it is,the 
Part of a skilful General, Trabere Teſtem, non trahj * not to dance 
after rhe Enemy,bur to make the Encmy dance afrer Him. Which 
was faid by that great Soldicr, King Hewry. IV: (aur Kings great 
Grandfather); in an Advice he ſent to the States of Holand; as we 
find it ſer down by Grot7s,in his moſt cxcellent Hiſtoryof the Bel- 


= 


gick Wars. 


[The doing the contrary laſt year, ſeems a Miſtake in the high-born 
Duke of Bat aria : who ſpent'too much time in following the Dauphin, 
thereby putting his own Army.to miſerable Hardſhips. © . Since he tould 
not- conveniently go round by. Mentz,, he might have paſſed the Rhine ar 
Manheim ; which would have drawn back the Dauphin moſt effequally. 
And though the Duke could have gone no further, yet Manbeins had 
been worth his:Pains and Care. For had it been-well fartified on both 
ſides the River, it would have been as good as Mens. It would have com- 
manded far and wide into the French Quarters,and given-mamtenance to 
ſeveral Thouſands of Men: which ſhould be a-principal Air of, che 
Germans, {ince they abound wita Men, but not with Means to-maintain 
chem. . But the fortifying.of Places is not to.be done withont Labour: 
which-the Germans will not undergo. - though that be the.crue way: to 
work the French ont'of their Cenqueſts*] | EE 


'. But to'leave thiz Digreflion -ſamethink-that-our King, with his Flay. 
ders Army, might march into France by the way of Calice, and ſo a- 
Tong the- Sea-Goaſt of Picardie 'and Norman#ie, hixving the Sea-open 
to lopply him. - And-ſ6ihe might do, if lis Army were:clearly Maſter 
of the Field, fo that the Enemy durtt not abide within diſtance. Bur 
for- him to engage ſo deep in France, and'be clofely waited'on by a 
French Army neer as good as his own; 'would be a' thing extremely 
dangerous. and the having the Sea open would not cure the marcer , 
nor -prevent many Diſcommodities and, Diſtrefſes that might befall him 
even: to his ruine. . Such an Invation therefore,1s by no means advila- 
ble, in the high Condition the French are now in. But when by our 
Deſcents (in which there will be no ſuch Hazards ) they are diftracted, 
and confounded, and every where weakened; the Confederate Armies 
may then from all Parts ſafely bear in upon France, and in all Probabi- 
lity come to a good Marker. And then may the poor French Prote- 
ſtants, - together with that whole Nation, expect deliverance trom the 
horrid Oppreſfions they: ly under : and the reſt of Europe be freed from 
their Appreheaſions of Slavery and Deitruction, 
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